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Mind the Gap .. B Hazel

Here, NYC, 1998, Lower East Side
Memories of my youth

Familiarity fades to the unfamiliar
I do not know this place now
When | was kid I was told not to walk here
[ did not listen

back then there was no GAP here
someday soon- I'm told

there will be

some other day- I know

there wiil be no GAP here

again.

I'm talking about the GAP clothing stors
[ just heard the other day that

The GAP bought out Louisiana Pacific
Louisiana Pacific is logging old growth
Redwoods in Northern California

Young people are being killed in order to
protect those same trees

The GAP is opening up a new store in the Lower East Side of

in a building that not so long apo was a NYC
neighbaorhood performance space.

This space was free and lots of people used it
Sometimes homeless people stayed there

In NYC, the GAP is gentrifying the strcets

Our neighborhoods

K-mart and Starbucks culture left in its wake

In California the GAP is leveling ancient forests
a homogenous tree farm lelt in its wake.

The homogenization of life

Corporate culture lett in its wake

Llive in one of what used to be many

abandoned buildings in the Lower East Side

The other moring [ awoke to the sound of heavy machinery
moving backwards

Qur building was shaking

I wondered if we were all about to be evicted.

A few months ago | lived 200 leet up in
an old-growth tree
to defend a rare, sacred and necessary place

from becoming a clearcut

Every moming [ awoke 1o the same sound

The maonotonous sound of heavy machinery
moving backwards

My tree would shake, a desperate fear

as the heart of the earth just beneath us

was fiercly ripped out

I would wonder if they would try and take my tree
Kill my tree.

Every moming I awoke the same way

Jolted into my day

Alert with the notion that today may be the end.
That’s how | woke up, there,

That’s how [ wake up, here.

In the Northwest we are fighting the homogenization
of nature because we can still see and feel that world.
In NYC we are fighting the homogenization of the
streets, because that is all that is left.
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two wundred feet above —tue Lorest Lleor 14 Dougla s
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